Use of simple quality assurance procedures in the analysis of beam asymmetries on cobalt-60 treatment units.
Recently, the mechanical failure of one of the upper collimator mechanical trimmers on a cobalt-60 unit resulted in large beam asymmetries and unacceptable flatness characteristics. This malfunction was not detected using currently accepted schedules for quality assurance tests. The incident suggests that the frequency of routine beam profile constancy checks should be increased to weekly for cobalt-60 units.